INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


ON-DUTY SHOOTING - HIT 
SUSPECT WOUNDED 
000-14831-0530-052 

LA.B. #8H2021648 


RESPONSE: 


On Sunday, October 15, 2000, Sergeants Wm. Brian Morris and Ben Seno from Internal Affairs 
Bureau responded toffi] Rio Hondo Avenue, Rosemead (Temple Station Area) regarding a deputy 
involved shooting. Internal Affairs Bureau Lieutenant Willa Glover also responded. 


DATE: 
Sunday, October 15, 2000 @ 1130 hours 
INCIDENT SUMMARY: 


Deputies from Temple Station went to i] i, in response to a 
“Rescue” call (tag-209). The narrative of the call stated a 10 year old boy had been stabbed and it 
was unknown if the stabbing was accidental or criminal. Once at the location, they found ten year 
(1 iii being treated by members of the Los Angeles County Fire Department 
for multiple stab wounds to his left arm and chest. They learned [J [J had stabbed him and 
that she was at home at {J Rio Hondo Avenue. They also learned there was a younger S 
(MH/7) who was possibly still in the hose with the SEE 


Deputies went tof Rio Hondo Avenue. They went to the front door and called for Suspect Rios 
to come out, but she shouted that she would not. Fearing that another child could be in mortal 
danger, the deputies forced entry. 


Deputy Chivas, Deputy J and Deputy J searched the house and found Suspect Rios 
sitting on a bed, holding a bloody cloth to her chest with her right hand under it. The deputies 
attempted to talk the suspect into surrendering, but she acted oblivious to their presence, Sergeant 
Berry arrived during this time. 


They devised a plan in which they were going to grab the suspect by the ankles, pull her to the floor 
and handcuff her. As they began to move closer to the suspect, she quickly rose from the bed and 
had a knife in her right hand. She raised the knife to her shoulder, gripping it in a stabbing fashion 
with the blade protruding from the base of her hand. She began advancing toward them. Deputy 
HEB as in front of Deputy Chivas and Sergeant Berry. 
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Fearing that Deputy {J was going to be stabbed, Deputy Chivas fired three rounds from his 
Department issued Beretta pistol. Suspect Rios was not immobilized by the bullet wounds and the 
deputies were not sure if she had even been struck. Deputies J and QJ (who had 
subsequently arrived) sprayed the suspect with bursts of O.C. spray and she retreated to the bed. 
The deputies were ultimately directed to leave the house by their Watch Commander, who had 
S.E.B. notified. 


Once the deputies were outside the house, the suspect exited and Deputies I. GJ 
EE ES i Wrestled her to the ground and handcuffed her. 


It was later discovered that one of Deputy Chivas’ bullets had struck the suspect once in the torso. 


The suspect was booked into County U.S.C. Medical Center - Jail Ward for Attempted Murder, Her 
HER. 2s transported to the hospital and ultimately recovered from his multiple stab wounds. 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL: 

CHIVAS, Robert Deputy Temple Station (Shooting) 
Deputy Temple Station (O.C./Force) 
Deputy Temple Station (O.C.) 
Deputy Temple Station (Force) 
Deputy Temple Station (Force) 
Deputy Temple Station (Force) 


SUSPECT: 


RIOS, Yvette FH/31 (D.O.B. 08-28-69) Bk #6636 990 
Criminal History: None 


WITNESSES: 

BERRY, Melinda a Sergeant Temple Station 
ESCAMILLA, Ramon ‘J: Deputy Temple Station 
FARLEY, Jim Deputy Temple Station 
SOTO, Richard Deputy Temple Station 


FW/29 Citizen 
FW/60 Citizen Informant 
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INVOLVED EMPLOYEES STATEMENTS: 


Deputy Robert Chivas: Deputy Chivas shot the suspect with his Beretta pistol, He was Deputy 
Escamilla’s partner and B GJ. He was interviewed on October 15, 2000, at 
approximately 2012 hours, by Detectives Boyd Zumwald and Ray Lugo, from Homicide Bureau. 


Deputy Chivas said he and his partner were at Temple Station when a call of an Assault With a 
Deadly Weapon, at I HE) BE. was received. He said he was asked by station desk 
personnel to respond to the location and assume the handle on the call. He said they went to the 
location. He said upon their arrival, personnel from the Los Angeles County Fire Department were 
already on scene, as well as several Sheriff's units. He said he briefly spoke to an unidentified 
fireman, who told him the victim of the assault was in a back house at the end of a long driveway. 
He said he walked to the house and saw several firemen administering aid to a young boy, who had 
multiple lacerations and puncture wounds on his upper left torso. He said the boy was having 
difficulty breathing and he was not able to speak. However, Deputy Chivas said he was able to 
gather information from the boy by asking him “yes or no” questions, to which the boy either shook 
his head “no,” or nodded it “yes.” Deputy Chivas said through the manner of questioning, he 
learned that the boy was stabbed with a knife by his {J in the bedroom of their home. 


Deputy Chivas said he spoke toa DE whom he later identified as Witness| and 
the M =a . He said she told him the boy had a younger 

who lived with him and she had not seen E She said she believed the younger boy was in the 
house. 


Deputy Chivas said deputies had already determined where the victim lived and there was already 
deputies at the house. He said he did not know how that information was learned. He said he 
advised the other deputies, via his radio, of what he had learned. He said he gave Deputy Escamilla 
direction to gather additional information from two women at the location (Witnesses 
and) and then to remain with the victim until he was transported from the location. He said 
he then went to the house where the suspect and the other child were thought to be (B Rio 
Hondo Avenue), 


He said when he arrived at Rio Hondo Avenue, he saw that Deputies fi. EEE and cither 
Soto or J were there, He said ultimately Soto and [J were both there, but upon his 
arrival, only one of them was there. He ascertained that they had the house contained and learned 
from Deputy J that he (J had knocked on the door and ordered any occupants to come out. 
This order was responded to by a female voice who said, “No.” 


He said it was his belief that the seven year old of the victim was in the house with the 
suspect QB). He told the other deputies of this belief and they decided to force entry into the 
house to save the child. He said he and Deputy kicked the front door several times and 
ultimately kicked it open. He said he, Deputy’ and Deputy {J entered the house. 
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1.A.B, Note: Reviewers of this case may refer to the diagram of the interior of the 
house, contained in the Homicide Book (Exhibit B) to fully understand the events in 
the house as described by the involved personnel. 


Deputy Chivas said once the three deputies entered the house, Deputy S checked the kitchen. 
No one was there. Their concentration was directed to the bedrooms. He said Deputy [J went 
to the southwest bedroom (located at the front of the house) and saw the suspect. Deputy Chivas 
said he looked into the room and saw the suspect laying on the bed, 


Deputy Chivas said there was blood all over the room. He said the suspect was covered with blood, 
He said she appeared to be completely nude, but had a bloody towel draped across her crotch and 
breasts. He said she had her right hand under the cloth and it appeared to him that she was holding 
something in it. He said she was “just lying there staring.” He said the room was dimly lit. He said 
there was no light on and there was a sheet or blanket coyering the window. 


He said at some point, Sergeant Berry arrived. He said he did not know exactly at what point that 
was, although it was very early on into the problem. 


He said their ability to move was very restricted due to a dresser that was placed in the room, next 
to the door and at a right angle to it, which created a partition. 


Deputy Chivas said Deputy = tried talking to the suspect. Deputy Chivas said he advised 
Deputy of his belief she was holding something under the towel. He said Deputy jj asked 
Sergeant Berry to talk to the suspect, which she did, While this was occurring, he said he and the 
other deputies donned latex gloves and devised a plan in which he and Deputy J were going 
to grab the suspect by the ankles, pull her to the floor and handcuff her. In preparation for that plan, 
he said he handed a Stun-Bag shotgun to Sergeant Berry. He said he originally obtained the Stun- 


Bag shotgun from Deputy SE 


He said as they began to move closer to the suspect, she quickly rose from the bed and had a knife 
in her right hand, She raised the knife to her shoulder gripping it in a stabbing fashion with the 
blade protruding from the base of her hand. He said the suspect began quickly advancing toward 
them, He said at that point they were standing at a spot several feet into the bedroom, near the end 
of the dresser/partition. He said Deputy J was in front of him and Sergeant Berry was behind 
him. He said he also thought Deputy [J was behind Sergeant Berry. 


He said, “As I was going out the door, she was right on top oi (GR enc he was 
pushing into me.” He said he reached over the top of Deputy and fired one round at the 
suspect from his Beretta, He said he did not know ifhe struck her. He said by this time, he was out 
into the small hallway, Deputy [J was exiting the doorway of the room and the suspect was still 
right behind him. He said he fired two additional rounds through the door jam and wall, with the 
intent of striking the suspect through the wall. He said he did not have a clear shot at her body, but 
knew she was there. 


Deputy Chivas said as they were retreating from the room, he saw the = very close to Deputy 
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He said immediately after firing those two rounds, he pulled the bedroom door shut momentarily. 
He said as he and the others retreated from the bedroom, Sergeant Berry was pushed into the north 
bedroom and that position created a cross fire, if the suspect exited the room. During the moment 
the bedroom door was shut, Sergeant Berry was able to get out of the north bedroom and behind 
him. He said he opened the bedroom door and saw the suspect had returned to the bed and was 
laying on it. He said he did not know if any of his rounds struck the suspect. 


Deputy Chivas said they held their ground and evaluated the situation. He said the suspect was 
bleeding heavier at that point and they felt compelled to get her out of the room. He said she stil] 
was not cooperative and began moving about when they started to approach her. He said someone 
O.C. sprayed the suspect, in an attempt to subdue her. However, the spray filled the room and they 
had to retreat back to the doorway. He said at that point they decided to hold their ground and 
request a special weapons team. He said they also decided to break the bedroom window in order 
to yentilate the room, He said Deputy Escamilla broke the window from outside the house. He said 
because of the O.C. spray, the deputies in the house took turns holding the hallway position, 


Deputy Chivas said at one point he left the house and walked to the end of the driveway in order to 
begin to set up a command post. While there, he said he heard someone say the suspect was exiting 
the house. He said he turned around and saw the suspect outside the house near the front door 
grappling with deputies. 


1.A.B. Note: Through other interviews it was learned that all deputy personnel had 
exited the house and left the suspect inside. This action was taken at the direction 
of the Watch Commander. 


LA.B. Note: The deployment of the “Stun-Bag”shotgun became an issue in the 
review of this incident, in that it was not a designated “Stun-Bag” shotgun. During 
the incident, Sergeant Berry fired one bean bag round from this shotgun, 


Deputy Chivas said when he was given the shotgun by Deputy J he QJ told him there 
were two bean bag rounds and two #4 buck shot rounds in the gun. He said he unchambered all 
rounds and confirmed this, then reloaded the gun in the same manner. Later, when he donned the 
latex gloves, he handed the shotgun to Sergeant Berry. 


The interview was ended at 2056 hours, 


Deputy ea aa Deputy S was interviewed on October 15, 2000, at approximately 
2012 hours, by Detectives Boyd Zumwald and Ray Lugo, from Homicide Bureau, Also present 
during the interview were Sergeants Brian Morris and Ben Seno, from Internal Affairs Bureau. 


Deputy {J said he responded to the location and arrived within 2 to 3 minutes. He said upon his 
arrival, he saw a fire truck in front of fj SJ. He stopped there and contacted an 
unidentified fireman. He said the fireman told him they were treating an approximately ten year old 
boy for stab wounds, but that they (the fireman) had not determined how the wounds had been 
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inflicted. Deputy i said during this time, two children (a boy approximately 5 years old and 
a girl about 8 years old) approached him and told him that {ij (the victim) told them his SE 
stabbed him, Deputy said that these children showed him where [J lived and he 
confirmed this by asking an elderly man, who he thought was a neighbor. Deputy J said he 
failed to identify any of these three individuals. He said it was his intention to ascertain ifa possible 
suspect was in the area and if so, to set up a containment. After determining which house was the 
possible suspect's house, he put the information out to assisting units, via his radio, He said within 
moments three units were at his location. He said he and Deputy {J took up a position in front 
of the house, Deputy S took a position at the rear on the next street, and Deputy Soto took a 
position south of the location. 


He said he learned that the victim’ SJ name was Yvette, He said he did not recall if he was 
told this by the children or by the elderly man. Deputy said he contacted Sergeant Berry on 
the radio and learned she was still approximately seven minutes from the location. He said shortly 
after that, he heard information from Deputy Chivas come over the radio, stating the J was the 
suspect and there was possibly another child in the house. Deputy said he contacted Sergeant 
Berry on the radio again and learned she was still about two or three minutes away. 


Deputy J said given the information he had, he decided to force entry into the house. He said 
he was told that Sergeant Berry advised over the radio that the deputies should force entry, if they 
felt it necessary, but he did not hear this information himself. He said he knocked on the front 
bedroom window and said, “Yvette, come out!” He said he heard a female voice say, “No,” He said 
this satisfied him that they were at the right house, 


1.A.B. Note: The bedroom window Deputy {J knocked on, was the window to 
the bedroom where the suspect was ultimately found. 


Deputy jas, said Deputies Chivas and i kicked the door open and the three of them entered 
the house, Once in the house, he said he found the suspect in the southwest bedroom laying on the 
bed. He said she was covered in blood. He said the suspect was completely nude, but had a bloody 
towel draped across her breasts. He said the room was dark and he used a flashlight to scan the room 
for the second possible victim, but did not see one. He also said he attempted to locate a light 
switch, but could not. 


Deputy [J said he made several requests for the suspect to drop the towel because he was 
concerned she was holding a knife. He said she ignored him. He said Deputy Chivas made several 
similar requests and was ignored as well. He said the suspect appeared oblivious to their presence. 
He said by this time Sergeant Berry had arrived and he requested that she try to talk to the suspect 
in the hopes that she could relate to her on a female level. He said they collectively talked to the 
suspect for three to five minutes, trying to resolve the problem. He said given the circumstances, 
he felt the amount of time spent was inordinate, 


He said that during this time, they devised the plan to pull her off the bed and handcuff her. He said 
as he and Deputy Chivas put their plan into action, the suspect sprang from the bed armed with a 
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knife and began quickly advancing toward him, He said he realized he was in a place he didn’t want 
to be, and quickly began exiting the room. He said he did not feel comfortable backing out of the 
room, so he turned and ran out forward, knowing Deputy Chivas was covering him. He said he did 
not know how close the suspect got to him, but at the point he passed the bedroom door, he heard 
three to five shots. He said once he was out of the room, Deputy Chivas pulled the door closed. 


He said once Sergeant Berry had moved from the north bedroom, he looked into the room. He said 
he did not remember if he physically opened the door, or it swung slightly open itself. He said he 
saw the suspect standing at the end of the dresser about five feet from the door. He said he could 
not tell if she had been shot, because of the amount of blood already covering her and since she was 
still standing near the door, He said he did not believe that she had been hit by the gun fire. 


Deputy {J said he advised the other deputies to O.C. Spray the suspect. He said someone did 
although he did not know who it was. [I.A.B. Note: Through other interviews, it was learned the 
other deputy was Deputy {J Deputy J said he then O.C. sprayed the suspect with two 
bursts to her face, He said she began wiping her face with the bloody towel and walked to the bed. 
He said this appeared to take the aggression out of her, so he sprayed her two additional times with 
the expectation it would incapacitate her. He said she laid on the bed, still holding the knife. He 
said he went outside to get fresh air. He said due to the O.C. Spray, he and the other deputies 
alternated exiting the house for short periods of time. 


Deputy{J said after returning to the house, he saw the suspect discard the knife between the wall 
and the mattress and he advised the other deputies of this. 


He said at one point he was outside getting fresh air and then took a position at the broken south 
bedroom window. He said during this time, he noticed he had cut his arm at some point during the 
incident. He said that at about this point the deputies were advised to extricate themselves from the 
house, contain it, and await the arrival of S.E.B. He said he walked to the end of the driveway to 
have the waiting firemen evaluate his cut arm, which turned out to be very minor. 


He said as he began to return to the house, he saw the suspect outside and saw three or four deputies 


trying to restrain her. He said by this time, Deputies I MEE and had arrived 
and he thought they were the deputies who were trying to restrain the suspect, although he was not 


sure, 
He said the suspect was laying on her side flailing and kicking. He said the deputies had managed 
to place a handcuff on one wrist, but not the other. He said he restrained her right ankle by placing 
his foot on it, then holding it with both hand. He said she was ultimately handcuffed with several 
pairs of handcuffs chained together. 


Regarding the Stun-Bag shotgun in the house, he said he saw Sergeant Berry with it, but to his 
knowledge it was never discharged. 


The interview was ended at 1833 hours. 
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Deputy i Deputy S was interviewed at Temple Station on October 15, 2000, 
at approximately 1930 hours, by Detectives Muniz and Ortega, of Homicide Bureau. 


Deputy said he responded to the call on Rio Hondo Avenue, Upon his arrival, he said he 
heard Deputy broadcasting that the incident was an Assault with Deadly Weapon (245 P.C.) 
and that the suspect was possibly the victim’s| and still E KO Hondo Avenue, possibly 
with another child. He said he contacted Deputy at the suspect location and was directed to 
take a containment position at the rear of the house, which he did. He said a short time later Deputy 
Cantu arrived at his location and he relocated himself nearer to the west end of the driveway. While 
there, he heard the shooting broadcast over the radio, He said he responded to the front of the house, 
After a short time he entered the house and saw Deputies Chivas and i and Sergeant Berry in 
the southwest bedroom. He said he also saw the suspect laying on the bed in that room, He said she 
was naked and covered with blood. He said the suspect got up from the bed and advanced toward 
them. He said as they retreated, he sprayed the suspect with O,C. spray and saw Deputy S do 
the same. 


Deputy {J said he was becoming effected by the O.C. spray and left the house to get fresh air. 
He said while outside, he remembered seeing a deputy break the window of the southwest room to 
ventilate it. Shortly after that, he said the deputies were directed to leave the house and contain it 
while a Special Weapons Team responded. 


A said he took a position on the southwest side of the house with Deputi es BE 


and He said Deputy was watching the suspect through the broken window. He said 
after about a minute or two, the suspect exited the house, still covered in blood. He said he saw 
Deputy grab the suspect by the left wrist and push her to the ground. He said he ran to the 
aid of Deputy, and took hold of the suspect’s right arm. He said he removed a black stapler 
from her right hand and discarded it to the ground. 


Deputy aa said Deputy m hee and held the suspect’s feet. Deputy 


held her shoulders. He said Deputy then forced the suspect’s right hand behind her back, 
using his Handler 12 baton as a lever device, but he did not see him strike her. He said she was 
handcuffed very quickly, 


Deputy a Deputy S was interviewed on October 15, 2000, at approximately 
1900 hours, by Detectives Boyd Zumwald and Ray Lugo, from Homicide Bureau. Also present 
during the interview was Sergeant Ben Seno, from Internal Affairs Bureau. 


Deputy J said he responded to the call and upon his arrival, Deputy [J was there. He said 
to his knowledge, Deputy was the first unit on scene. He said he heard Deputy S advise 
over the radio that an Assault With a Deadly Weapon occurred and the suspect was possibly in a 
house a few houses from the location of the call. He said he responded to Deputy J's location, 
near {J Rio Hondo Avenue, since Los Angeles County Fire Paramedics were already attending 
to the ten year old victim at 
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He said he arrived at about the same time as Deputy [J and located the house the suspect was 
supposed to be in, He said he learned that the ten year old victim had a younger who was 
possibly in the house with the suspect. 


He said he and the other deputies were able to contain the exterior of the house. He said he and 
some other deputies approached the front door and found the security screen door open. He said 
during this time he saw the curtain of the southwest bedroom move and advised the other deputies 
of this. He said they decided to call to the suspect and direct her out of the house. He said he did 
not recall how they came about the information, but knew they had obtained her name, Yvette. He 
said they called her name. He said he heard a female voice respond, but did not know what she said. 
He advised the other deputies of this. He said at this point he was certain someone was in the house. 


He said they went to the front door, he and Deputy Chivas forced entry by kicking the door open. 
He said it was his belief the other child was in the house, and his decision to enter the house was for 
the purpose of rescuing the child. He said once in the house, they began clearing the interior, 
ultimately locating the suspect in the southwest bedroom. 


Deputy said he was the third person in the hallway and bedroom, behind Deputies Chivas 
and He said he saw the suspect on the bed and said she had a lot of blood on her and was 
covering herself with what he thought was a blanket. He said he could not see her hands because 
they were under the blanket, He said he heard Deputy talking to her, but said she was not 
acknowledging him and had a blank stare on her face. He said at about this time, he noticed that 
Sergeant Berry had arrived and walked up behind him. 


Deputy {MJ said he had taken a shotgun into the house with him. He said at one point he walked 
outside to retrieve some latex gloves and before doing so, he said he handed the shotgun to Deputy 
Chivas, He said he told Deputy Chivas the gun was loaded with two shotgun rounds and two bean 
bag rounds. 


Deputy {J said while he was outside, he heard approximately 3 shots. He said he ran back into 
the house and saw Deputies {J Chivas and Sergeant Berry backing out of the small hallway 
leading to the bedrooms. He said he looked into the bedroom and saw the suspect sitting on the bed 
in essentially the same position she was in when he left the house. 


Deputy J said by this time, Deputy J had entered the house and he saw him O.C. spray 
the suspect. He said he did not see any other deputies O.C. spray her. He said the O.C, spray had 
enveloped the room and the deputies had to go outside to get fresh air. He said at one point he went 
outside and someone had broken the window to the bedroom in order to ventilate it, He said at 
about that time, the Watch Commander had directed the deputies, via radio, to exit the house and 
contain it pending the arrival of S.E.B. 


He said he was standing outside the broken window and saw the suspect lying on the bed. He said 


during this time he looked through the window and saw the bloody knife on the bed. He said he 
reached through the window and retrieved the knife and laid it on the ground outside the window. 
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Deputy i said he saw the suspect stand up and walk out of the bedroom into the living room, 
He said he ran to the front door because he did not want the suspect to lock the metal security door. 
He said while he was approaching the door he heard another deputy yell that the suspect was picking 
something up. He said he reached the front door and saw the suspect emerging from the hall with 
ablack metal object in her hand. He said she raised her hand and pointed the object at him. He said 
he first thought it was a gun, but prior to reacting, he realized she had a black metal stapler, He 
advised the other deputies the item was a stapler and holstered his own gun. He said the suspect 
walked out the front door and toward the front lawn. He said he was able to grab her left arm and 
pull her to the ground, onto her stomach. He said other deputies came to his aid and helped him 
handcuff her. He said during this time the suspect was struggling with them and tried to bite and 
kick him. He said as soon as she was handcuffed and controlled, they had the paramedics, who were 
at the mouth of the driveway, approach and render first aid to her, 


1.A.B. Note: The shotgun Deputy [J took to the house was examined and 
identified during the interview. It was described by the Homicide investigators as 
an Ithica Deerslighter 12 guage shotgun, serial number (a. marked “53A” on 
the butt, in red. It did not have the departmental applied yellow labeling designating 
itas a “Stun-Bag” shotgun. Deputy S identified this shotgun as the one he took 
into the house. 


Deputy [J acknowledged that he knew this particular shotgun was not a designated Stun-Bag 
shotgun. He said it was the shotgun he had taken into the field with him at the beginning of his shift. 
He said at the beginning of his shift he loaded it with standard #4 Buck, shotgun rounds. He said 
when this incident began, he felt a Stun-Bag shotgun may be beneficial, but one was not available 
at the scene. He said he unloaded two of the standard rounds and replaced them with two bean bag 
rounds, which he carried in his personal patrol gear. 


The interview was ended at approximately 1938 hours. 


Deputy EEE Deputy SY was interviewed at Temple Station on October 15, 
2000, at approximately 2010 hours, by Detectives Muniz and Ortega, of Homicide Bureau. 


Deputy {EJ said he responded to the call on Rio Hondo Avenue, but upon his arrival he was 
redirected to go to Rosemead High School because a rescue helicopter was responding and was 
going to land there. He said he was at the school when he heard the “998" broadcast over the radio. 
He said shortly after that he responded back to the location of the call on Rio Hondo Avenue. He 
said he briefly entered the house, just before the deputies were directed to exit and contain the house 
because a Special Weapon Team was responding. 


Deputy (J said after exiting the house he took an exterior containment position near the 
broken southwest bedroom window. He said he and Deputy were maintaining a visual 
contact on Suspect Rios through the window. He said he saw Deputy reach in the window 
and remoye a knife from the room, He said he saw the suspect get up and exit the room, then the 
house, via the front door. He said that as she exited the house she was holding a black object in her 
right hand and pointing it at him and Deputy | | He said he determined the object was a 
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stapler. He said that as she exited the house, Deputy] grabbed her by the left arm and forced 
her to the ground. Once she was on the ground, he took hold of her right arm with the help of 
Deputy BE 


Deputy {J said Suspect Rios was struggling and kicking her legs. He said she refused the 
orders from deputies to comply and stop resisting, He reported that he placed his knee in her lower 
back in an attempt to hold her down and the other deputies were able to force her hands behind her 
back and handcuff her. 


The interview was ended at 2023 hours, 


Deputy EEE Deputy EE was interviewed at Temple Station on October 15, 
2000, at approximately 2030 hours, by Detectives Muniz and Ortega, of Homicide Bureau. 


Deputy (J said he is a motorcycle traffic deputy, He said he responded to the call on Rio 
Hondo Avenue. He said when he arrived, the problem was well underway. He said he was directed 
to begin containing the street and clearing the growing number of spectators off the street. He said 
he was completing that task when he heard the shooting being broadcast over the radio. He said at 
that point he drove to the driveway entrance of the location and directed several spectators off the 
street. He said he then went to the front of the house. He said he saw a deputy (who's identity he 
did not take note of) trying to break the front bedroom window, He said that since he was wearing 
his motorcycle helmet with a face shield, he interceded and broke the window to ventilate the room. 
He said he then began assisting with the evacuation of the adjacent houses. He said he heard 
someone say the suspect was coming out of the house. He said he turned around and saw her exiting 
the house with something in her hand (he said he could not recall which hand), He said he saw 
Deputies J and each take hold of one of the suspect’s hands and pull her to the ground. 
He said he put his knee in her back and tried to hold her shoulders down. He said he saw Deputy 
HEE pry the object from her hand and discard it. He said he later learned the item was a stapler, 
He said he saw someone handcuff one of her hands, but said she freed the hand and was flailing it 
around with the handcuff on it. He said he used his “Handler-12" baton in a hook technique and 
pried her hand behind her back and they were able to handcuff her. 


The interview was ended at 2042 hours, 


WITNESSES STATEMENTS: 


Sergeant Melinda Berry: Sergeant Berry was the Temple Station Field Sergeant on the day of the 
incident. She was in the house at the time of the shooting and had a Stunbag Shotgun with her. 

Sergeant Berry was interviewed on October 15, 2000, at approximately 1722 hours, by Detectives 
Boyd Zumwald and Ray Lugo, from Homicide Bureau. Also present during the interview were 
Sergeants Brian Morris and Ben Seno, from Internal Affairs Bureau. 


Sergeant Berry said she was made aware of the “Rescue” call and started responding. She said she 
was at the Duarte Sub-Station, which is a considerable distance from the call. She said when she 
was at the 605 Freeway and 10 Freeway interchange, Deputy {J contacted her on the radio and 
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inquired about her E.T.A. She said she was still 5 - 7 minute away. She said through information 
from Deputy and other radio traffic, she learned there was one extremely injured child who 
was going to be air lifted to a hospital. She said several minutes later she was again contacted by 
Dep Al who told her they believed there was another child in a house with the suspect and 
asked her if she wanted them to await her arrival before taking action. She said she told Deputy 
owes) not to wait for her if he needed to take action and enter the house. 


Sergeant Berry said upon her arrival, the deputies had just forced the front door open and were 
entering the house. She followed them. She said she entered the house with Deputies = 
—_ and Chivas. She said once inside the house, they located the suspect in the southwest 

edroom. She said when she first saw the suspect she was sitting on the bed. She said the woman 
was naked and was holding a towel across her breasts. She said the woman was smeared with blood 
and was holding her right hand under the towel. She said the window was covered and the room 
was dark, She said she and Deputy illuminated the suspect with flash lights. She said it 
appeared to her as if the suspect had a stomach wound, because she saw blood seeping onto the 
towel. She said Deputy tried to talk to the suspect, but she was non responsive. She said she 
also tried to talk to the suspect, She said the suspect would look at them, then look away. 


Sergeant Berry said they discussed a plan to pull the suspect from the bed and handcuff her, She 


said prior to attempting the plan, Deputy O.C. sprayed the suspect. She said the O.C. spray 
had no visible effect on the suspect. She said Deputy’ was in front of her and Deputy Chivas 
was behind her. She said she took a Stun-Bag shotgun from Deputy Chivas, then changed places 
with him, so the line-up into the room was Deputy Deputy Chivas, then her, She said she 


was standing at the bedroom door and saw the woman jump up from the bed and began advancing 
toward them. She said she attempted to shoot the suspect with the Stun-Bag shotgun. She said she 
did not hear the shotgun discharge and thought it malfunctioned because she was unable to chamber 
another round. 


Sergeant Berry said as the trio exited the room, she ended up in the west bedroom. Once in that 
room she attempted to clear the shotgun. She said she saw Deputy S run out of the room, as 
Deputy Chivas fired two or three rounds from his pistol. She said she ran out of the room and saw 
the door to the room the suspect we in was closed. Sergeant Berry said she exited the house. Once 
outside, she directed Deputy Esmamilla to break the window to the front bedroom in order to 
ventilate it. 


Sergeant Berry said she started to walk down the driveway, but heard radio traffic that the suspect 
was exiting the house. She said as she turned around she saw Deputies [I Soto a ac 
po M struggling to handcuffthe uncooperative suspect in front of the house. Sergeant 
Berry said the deputies ultimately handcuffed the suspect with several pairs of handcuffs chained 
together. She said she directed personnel from the fire department, who were waiting at the street, 
to render first aid to the suspect, She said she also directed two deputies to go into the house and 
clear it, which they did. 


1.A.B, Note: It was later determined that the younger child was with his A 
(Witness - The suspect's ). 


The interview was ended at 1751 hours. 
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Deputy Ramon Escamilla: Deputy Escamilla was Deputy Chivas' partner He was 
interviewed on October 15, 2000, at approximately 2113 hours, by Detectives Boyd Zumwald and 
Ray Lugo, from Homicide Bureau. Also present during the interview were Sergeant Ben Seno, 
from Internal Affairs Bureau. 


Deputy Escamilla said he was at Temple Station when Unit 53-H received 

acall ofa “rescue.” He said he and his , Deputy Robert Chivas responded to the 

call and assumed the handle. He said when they arrived in the area, they went oh 

i which is the residence of Witness| . There they found Victim] 

being treated by members of the Los Angeles County Fire Department for multiple stab wounds to 

his left arm and left chest. Deputy Escamilla said given the severity of the injuries, they were not 

able to talk to the victim, but he was able to see the injuries as described by the firemen. He said 

he contacted Witness EES. He said Ms. told him she was driving inthe area looking 

for rental property. She told him she was driving northbound on Rio Hondo Avenue and noticed 

Viti walking southbound on Rio Hondo Avenue, on the east side of the street. She said he 

was not wearing a shirt, was limping, and had a considerable amount of blood on him. Ms. 

said she turned around and contacted the boy. The boy told her his S had stabbed him. Ms. 

looked for an adult in the area and saw Mrs. {J walking out of her house. Victim 

walked toward Mrs, (he apparently knew her, since he plays with her grand 

said she called 91 1 on her cellular phone and reported the situation. Ms, 

s house with the boy. Once in the house, the boy called his 

overheard the boy tell the i. i. come home. 


children), Ms. 
continued into Mrs. 
on the telephone, Ms, 
stabbed me.” 


Deputy Escamilla said he next spoke to Mrs. EEE. He said she told him essentially the same 
thing as did Ms. B. 


Deputy Escamilla said while he was talking to the witnesses, his partner (Deputy Chivas) and other 
deputies went to the suspect’s house, which was approximately four houses north of his location, 
He said a short time later, he went to the suspect house as well. He said as he walked up the 
driveway, he saw the front door of the location standing open. Having not heard any radio traffic 
about any problems in the house, he said he walked in the front door. Once inside, he said he saw 
Deputy Chivas backing out of the hall, with Deputy S and Sergeant Berry close behind. He said 
he heard Deputy Chivas say, “No! No! No! Stop!” Immediately following these commands, he said 
he heard three shots. He said although he did not know the particulars of what had just happened, 
he immediately broadcast a deputy involved shooting (998) over his radio. He said he retreated from 
the house and took a position of containment on the southeast side of the location. 


He said shortly after taking his position, Sergeant Berry exited the house and handed hima shotgun, 
which was marked “Stunbag” in yellow on the butt. He said she told him it was a “Stunbag 
Shotgun” and it was jammed. He said Sergeant Berry then retuned into the house, Deputy 
Escamilla said he removed three bean bag rounds from the magazine tube of the shotgun, but was 
unable to remove a round that was in the chamber. He said me handed the shotgun and the three 
rounds to Deputy Soto and went to his car to retrieve another Stunbag shotgun. After obtaining the 
Stunbag shotgun from his car and returning to the front of the house, he said he saw Sergeant Berry 
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and Deputies Chivas and {J exiting the front of the house. He said he gave his functioning 
Stunbag shotgun to Sergeant Berry and she in turn handed him her flashlight. He said she instructed 
him to use it to break the window to the front bedroom. He said he learned another deputy had 
deployed pepper spray in the room and it need to be ventilated. He said he did as instructed and 
broke the window with the flashlight. He said he then stood back as another deputy took a position 
at the window, 


He said shortly after that occurred, they received information from the Temple Station Watch 
Commander over the radio, to exit the house and contain it, as a Special Weapons Team was 
responding. He said all personnel exited the house and contained it. He said he was directed by 
Sergeant Berry to begin evacuating the neighboring houses, which he did. 


After evacuating two houses to the south, he said he heard radio traffic that the suspect was exiting 
the house, so he ran back to the house. He said once there, he saw Deputies Chivas, 

, and {J standing over the suspect attempting to handcuff her. He said she was 
covered in blood, was resisting the deputies attempt to handcuffher, and was yelling at the deputies. 
He said the deputies were able to handcuff her with two adjoining pairs of handcuffs. He said he 
ran to the end of the driveway and drew the attention of the Fire Department Paramedics and 
ambulance, which were still parked down the street. He said they responded to the location and 
rendered first aid to the suspect. He said they drove away with the suspect, telling him they were 
planning on “air-lifting” her to County U.S.C. Medical Center. 


He said from that time on he assisted in containing the crime scene. 


The interview was ended at 2128 hours. 


Deputy Jim Farley: 7 


Deputy Farley was interviewed on October 15, 2000, at approximately 1910 hours, by Detective 
Muniz, from Homicide Bureau and Sergeant Brian Morris, from Intemal Affairs Bureau, 


Deputy Farley said he responded to the call on Rio Hondo Avenue. He said upon his arrival the 
house where Suspect Rios was located was contained. He said he contacted two individuals in the 
driveway who he identified as Suspect Rios’ ES. EE anc QI. Witness 
BEA He said he escorted both of the people away from in front of the location and to the radio 
cars. They were both eventually driven from the immediate scene. 


1920 hours Richard J, Soto SE 


Deputy Richard Soto: Deputy Soto was interviewed on October 15, 2000, by Detective Muniz, 
from Homicide Bureau and Sergeant Brian Morris, from Internal Affairs Bureau. 


Deputy Soto said he responded to the call on Rio Hondo Avenue. He said upon his arrival, he 
heard Deputy ae] on the radio providing information about the suspect house. He said he 


responded there and took a containment position behind a short block wall south of the location and 
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to the east. He said he heard Deputy Chivas talking on the radio to Sergeant Berry and heard 
Sergeant Berry tell the deputies to take action as they needed, and not to await her arrival, which was 
extended due to travel time. He said he heard Deputy {J call to someone in the house and tell 
them to come out. He said he heard a woman’s yoice respond “No” from the southwest bedroom 
window. Deputy Soto said he saw Deputies iz: and Chivas force entry into the house by 
kicking open the front door. 


Deputy Soto said once the deputies went into the house, he heard radio traffic to the effect that there 
was a woman in the house who was injured. He said he was advised by Deputy Chivas, via radio, 
to “tape off” the area and start a Major Incident Log. He said he still didn’t know exactly what the 
deputies were confronted with in the house, but figured it was something significant. He said he 
walked to the end of the long driveway and began doing as he was directed. He said during this 
time, he heard the “998" broadcast over the radio, but did not hear the shots, 


He said in the time that followed, he was directed to begin evacuating the houses near the suspect 
house, because he was told S.E.B. was responding. While doing this, he said he heard a commotion 


and turned and saw Deputies { EE ec struggling to handcuff the suspect on 


the grass in front of the house. He said the suspect was flailing about and kicking her feet. 


He said after the suspect was treated by paramedics, he was directed by Sergeant Berry to escort the 
ambulance to Rosemead High School, where the suspect was to be air-lifted to a hospital. After 
completing that assignment, he returned to the location and assisted in the containment of the scene. 


The interview was ended at 1931 hours, 


ee: Ms. [=e told Deputies and Escamilla she was driving north on Rio 
Hondo Avenue when she sawa small boy (Victim ) walking south on the east side of the 
street. She noticed he was limping and bleeding, She said she stopped and asked him if he was 
okay. She learned from [i that his had stabbed him. Ms. said she called “911" 


on her cellular phone, then walked to the residence at (Witness 
’s house), She waited there with him until the fire department arrived and began treating 


him. 

: Ms. told Deputy Escamilla she was walking out of her house and she 
saw Witness| walking up the driveway with |, whom she recognized as a playmate 
of the grandchildren. She said told her his stabbed him. While awaiting paramedics, 
she said called his on the telephone and she heard him tell his o>] to come home 
because his stabbed him. 


Victim S is the ten year old fi of the suspect. | | was interviewed on 


October 16, 2000, at approximately 1637 hours, by Detectives Boyd Zumwald and Ray Lugo, from 
Homicide Bureau. The interview was conducted at Children’s Hospital, Los Angeles, where S 
had been admitted for treatment of his injuries, 
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said that his [J got a knife and stabbed him several times, while in her bedroom. He said 
his said she was going to sacrifice him, so he could go to heaven. He said he also saw her 
stab herself. He said after being stabbed, he climbed out the bedroom window and ran away. He 
said he planned to go to the neighbor’s house (B) when a woman (Ms. B) stopped and 
helped him. 


The interview was ended at 1635 hours. 


: Mrs. SE is th) of Suspect Rios. She was not a witness to this 
incident, but provided insight into the possible mental state of her i. Suspect Rios. 


Mrs. EE was interviewed on October 15, 2000, at approximately 1640 hours, by Detectives 
Boyd Zumwald and Ray Lugo, from Homicide Bureau. Also present during the interview was 
District Attorney Investigator Rojellio Maldonado, Deputy District Attorney Susan Chasworth, and 
Sergeant Ben Seno from Internal Affairs Bureau. The interview was conducted at Temple Station. 


Mrs. (RE said she was at home preparing to go to her {fs house to deliver a job 
application and drop off her seven year old grandson, . Prior to leaving, she said she received 
a phone call from her son-in-law, (the suspect’ | ). She said it was her impression 
he was calling from a cellular phone. She said B asked her to go to the suspect’s house because 
something had happened and the police were there. She said upon her arrival at the house, there 
were several deputies there and they would not allow her to go to the house. 


Mrs {EE said last year (approximately October 1999) she took herf to White Memorial 
Hospital because she had been diagnosed as schizophrenic, and she was held there for observation. 
Mrs. said her ii has described hearing the voices of good and bad angles in the past, 
but to her knowledge, she had never harmed herself before. Mrs. (EE said her [J has 
told her about the suspect stating she was hearing voices and she played the stereo very loud to 
drown them out. He also described to her that in the past the suspect would not bathe, because 
“someone was looking at her.” She said her {MJ has two regular doctors she sees for her 
psychiatric problems, but it was her belief she had not seen either of them in about a month. She 
also said her (has medication, but sometimes refuses to take it. 


Mrs. RR said she has no knowledge of drug use by her I. 


The interview was ended at 1702 hours. 


SUSPECT STATEMENTS: 


Yvette Ramos Rios: Yvette Ramos Rios is the suspect in this incident. She was shot by Deputy 
Chivas and ultimately arrested for stabbing her $. 


Ms. Rios was interviewed on October 16, 2000, at approximately 1130 hours, by Detectives Boyd 
Zumwald and Ray Lugo, from Homicide Bureau. Also present during the interview were Sergeants 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY -16- TEMPLE STATION - SH2021648 


Ben Seno, Brian Morris, and Steve Wilson, from Internal Affairs Bureau. The interview was 
conducted at County U.S.C. Medical Center - Jail Ward, where Ms. Rios is being housed due to her 
injuries. 


After being read her Constitutional Rights, Ms. Rios invoked them. The interview was ended at 
1133 hours. 
INJURIES: 
Victim EJ sustained 16 stab wounds on his back (page 79 of Homicide Book / Exhibit-A). 


Suspect Yvette Rios sustained 22 stab wounds to her chest and stomach and one through and 
through gunshot wound to her left torso. (Page 77 of Homicide Book / Exhibit-B). 


No Deputies were injures. 
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE: 


The front bedroom was extremely cluttered. There was a dresser placed as a partition perpendicular 
to the door. There was a significant amount of blood soaked on the mattress in the room, as well 
as several splatters of blood on the walls and floor. See photographs 8,9,11,12, &13. There were 
two bullet strikes near the door of the bedroom. One near the jam and the other in the wall several 
inched from the jam. See photographs 10 & 11. 


There was a hole in the hall ceiling where the ceiling and the south wall meet. It was determined 
this hole was caused by a Bean Bag projectile, apparently fired by Sergeant Berry. 


The knife and stapler held by Suspect Rios were recovered. See photographs 14 & 15. 
MISCELLANEOUS: 


There was initial concerns about this incident in that deputies from Temple Station had responded 
to the Rios home on 5 prior occasions regarding Possible Child Abuse. Each of those calls were 
identified. On each occasion, the deputies conducted an investigation. They were never able to 
substantiate any crime and each call was cleared with a Log clearance only. No incident reports 
were written. The CAD System, Incident Details for each of those calls was obtained and has been 
placed in the MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS Section of this case. 
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